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BY HENRY CULVYHOUSE 
THE PARTHENON 
A panel of  five women 
hailing from different faiths 
discussed how religion and 
feminism impacted their 
lives before a standing-
room-only audience Tuesday 
in the John Deaver Drinko 
Atrium.  
The panel discussion was a 
Marshall University’s Wom-
en’s History Month event. 
Each woman described how 
feminism fit into her faith 
and then took questions 
from the audience.  
Rabbi Jean Eglinton said she 
converted to Judaism after she 
discovered passages suggest-
ing equality among men and 
women. 
“The Jewish tradition says 
everyone will stand at Mount 
Sinai, every man, woman, 
child or non-Jew,” Eglinton 
said. “From there, I saw that 
women in the Hebrew were 
tradition were respected.” 
Natalie Larson, former 
Mormon, said she didn’t con-
sider herself  a feminist until 
later in life. 
“The Mormon religion is 
very conservative, and some-
thing about it always bothered 
me,” Larson said. “I didn’t 
start thinking about feminism 
until I left the faith 12 years 
ago.” 
Presbyterian Pastor Jean 
Sutton said she thinks she was 
a feminist from the beginning. 
“I was a born feminist,” Sut-
ton said. “When I was a young 
athlete, I used to ask why the 
boys got to practice in the big-
ger gymnasium.”   
Former Parish Liturgy Co-
ordinator, Liz Deal said her 
Catholic faith influenced her 
feminist beliefs. 
“I’m a feminist in the 
sense that man and woman 
are equal,” Deal said. “As a 
practicing Catholic, my under-
standing of God has led me to 
believe that God created us to 
be equal.” 
Practicing Muslim Rajia 
Hassib said Islam lets women 
choose how they want to live. 
“Islam accommodates 
different types of women, 
whether they be traditional or 
feminist,” Hassib said. “My 
husband could have three 
other wives, but I can also di-
vorce him.” 
Sophomore sociology ma-
jor, Daniel Hudson, from 
Buffalo, W.Va., said he found 
the panel informative but 
thought it was not diverse 
enough. 
“I think it only scratches the 
surface of what can be looked 
at from a feminist and reli-
gious perspective,” Hudson 
said. “The panelists came 
from monotheistic religions, 
but I think more can be said 
from other types of theism.” 
The Women’s Studies 
program and the Women’s 
Center sponsored the event. 
Director of  the Women’s 
Center, Leah Tolliver, said 
she was impressed by the 
event’s turnout. 
 “We’ve had a lot of  good 
turnout for other events in 
Women’s History Month, but 
I wasn’t too sure how this 
would turn out,” Tolliver 
said. “I was very pleased.” 
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
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BY ZACHARY MORRIS
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall Univer-
sity Student Advocacy for 
Legislative Advancement 
proposed a resolution that 
passed through the West 
Virginia Senate.
SALA organized a resolu-
tion preventing cuts to the 
Pell Grant, a federal form 
of  financial aid. Cuts to this 
would affect roughly 61,000 
college-bound students in 
the state of  West Virginia, 
or 40 percent of  students 
who attend college in the 
state, according to the Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy 
Priorities.
“That’s a substantial 
amount of  money that al-
lows me to be here,” said 
Adam Fridley, Senate pres-
ident pro-tempore. “We 
drafted a resolution and 
wanted to set up meetings 
with different legislators 
to demonstrate the need 
for this and to gain their 
support.”
When SALA attended 
Marshall Day at the Capi-
tol, they were able to meet 
with Senator Plymale, who 
represents Wayne County, 
and have him sign as the 
lead sponsor of  the bill. 
Throughout the process, 
other legislators have 
signed as well, including 
Senators Foster, Edgell and 
Jenkins. All of  which are 
education senators.
“It’s really exciting and 
makes us feel so great about 
our work,” said Ashley 
Clark, senior international 
affairs major from Ona, 
W.Va. “It’s very encourag-
ing for the work we plan to 
do during the next legisla-
tive session and shows they 
are really wanting to hear 
what students say.”
Once the resolution was 
introduced on the sen-
ate floor, it was sent to the 
education committee. It 
was put back on the senate 
floor where it was approved 
and sent to the House of  
Delegates the following 
day. The proposal did not 
make it through the House 
before the legislative ses-
sion ended.
“Our day at the capitol 
was set late in the legisla-
tive session which played 
a crucial part in the intro-
duction of  this resolution,” 
Fridley said. “The clock was 
ticking, and if  we had been 
able to get up there earlier, 
we would have had a much 
better chance of  getting this 
through the House as well.”
Fridley said he hopes 
to see the Pell Grant ad-
dressed in the next state 
legislative session.
“When I ran for the office 
of  pro-tempore, I offered 
to bring experience from 
working in the legislature,” 
Fridley said. “I saw what 
West Virginia University 
was able to do with their 
student advocacy group, 
and I promised to ensure 
Marshall had an equally 
strong voice in the legisla-
ture for issues that affect 
us. I’m more than posi-
tive that the Pell Grant will 
come up in the next legis-
lative session as it’s a hot 
topic within the State Advi-
sory Council of  Students.”
The State Advisory Coun-
cil of  Students, which is a 
collective council of  high-
ranking students within 
student governments of  
state-funded institutions, 
assembles every month to 
discuss issues at individual 
colleges as well as issues that 
affect the higher education 
community. Collectively, a 
decision was made to send 
a petition to all of the state 
funded institutions and 
advertised to address the 
concern and need for the Pell 
Grant in order to have stu-
dents oppose the cuts.
The next meeting is set 
at Shepherd University in 
April and the full State Ad-
visory Council of  Students 
plans to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C. in order to discus 
with state congressmen 
and women the importance 
of  the Pell Grant.
Zachary Morris can be 
contacted at morris243@
marshall.edu.
Proposal passes Senate, 
fails to reach House
Women discuss impact of  religion, feminism
BIG EXPECTATIONS,
few results
BY JAKE SNYDER
SPORTS EDITOR
A last-ditch effort was not enough to bring 
the Thundering Herd back from a deficit cre-
ated in the first 35 minutes of  the contest 
as Marshall fell 86-78 to Middle Tennes-
see State University in the opening 
round of  the National Invitational 
Tournament.
Middle Tennessee opened up 
the game with an 8-0 that 
caused the Herd to play 
catch up for the rest of  
the half. 
“They just looked 
fresher, sharper, 
quicker,” Marshall 
head coach Tom Her-
rion said. “They were 
quicker to the ball. We 
didn’t settle in until late.”
Marshall was out-rebounded by two in the first half  –– a 
number that would only grow until the final five minutes 
of  the game. MTSU would win the rebounding battle by 
two.
The Blue Raiders were led by junior forward JT Sulton 
in the first half. Sulton went 4-4 from the field and 6-7 from 
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON 
Marshall men’s head coach Tom Herrion reacts to a questionable call from an official at Tuesday’s game against Middle Tennessee State University. 
Herd drops opening game 
of NIT to Middle Tennessee
See NIT I  Page 3
86-78
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BY HILARY FREEMAN
THE PARTHENON
Phase two of  the 
“Playground Project” is 
underway at the Child De-
velopment Academy.
The Playground Project 
is part of  a movement, led 
by the Arbor Foundation, 
to make children more 
aware of  nature in their 
surroundings.
“They (The Arbor Foun-
dation) have created a 
division called ‘Nature Ex-
plore,’” said Susan Miller, 
director of  the Child De-
velopment Academy at 
Marshall University. “This 
group of  people come 
and visit child care cen-
ters and talk to staff  and 
parents about how impor-
tant nature is in the lives 
of  children and also that 
the classroom should be 
extended into the natural 
environment.” 
Miller said she believes 
this is especially important 
in West Virginia.
“The concept for this 
project is that we wanted to 
get back to our Appalachian 
roots,” Miller said. “We 
originally had a playground 
that was lots of  plastic, 
but we wanted the chil-
dren to be proud of  their 
heritage and where they 
are from so we decided to 
make the playground more 
natural.” 
Through the project, the 
children have learned quite 
a few lessons — one in 
democracy.
The children will choose 
the color they want to stain 
the climbing structure.
“The girls in the room re-
alized there was strength in 
numbers — they realized if  
they got together as a group 
they could win because 
if  they all chose the same 
color instead of  debat-
ing over pink and purple, 
they all voted and the girls 
won,” Miller said.
The children of  the Acad-
emy also got to choose and 
vote on what they wanted 
to be a part of  their new 
playground — slides, lad-
ders, bridges and more. 
Miller said there are 
numerous benefits to 
the project on top of  
democracy. 
“We do projects here, 
and that is how they learn,” 
Miller said. “The impor-
tance of  this project is, 
number one, the well-being 
of  the children, and that 
encompasses growth — ac-
ademic, social, emotional 
and physical,” Miller said. 
“Also, an awareness and 
appreciation of  nature and 
being able to learn from 
their environment are 
important.” 
In phase one of  the Play-
ground of  the Project, they 
added more of  a natural 
feel to their playground 
and extended their indoor 
classrooms outside.
“One of  the first steps 
was putting two trees, an 
BY REBECCA STEPHENS
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall Univer-
sity ROTC and the West 
Virginia State University 
ROTC took their training to 
the next level this weekend 
with a joint field training 
exercise at the McClintic 
Wildlife Management Area 
in Point Pleasant, W.Va.
The ROTC uses the field 
training exercise, or FTX, 
to prepare its cadets for 
the Leadership Develop-
ment and Assessment 
Course, or LDAC, which is 
their summer evaluation 
camp.
The FTX weekend al-
lowed the cadets to 
practice what is learned 
in classrooms and 
labs, Aaron Jefferson, 
Marshall’s battalion com-
mander, said.
Jefferson had an inte-
gral role in planning the 
overall operations order 
for the FTX weekend. 
He said it took about a 
month to complete, but 
it was worth it to make 
sure the cadets received 
proper training.
“I put a lot of  time and 
ef fort into these train-
ings they do, a lot of  
planning that goes into 
them, but they are my 
biggest concern,” Jef fer-
son said. “What I do, I 
see, has a direct result on 
their capabilities of  be-
coming a leader and their 
quality of  training. So, if  
I don’t do my very best at 
making quality training 
for them, then they’re not 
going to learn what they 
should learn, and they’re 
not going to learn how 
they can learn.”
The FTX weekend con-
sisted of  day and night 
land navigation Friday, 
Jef ferson said, and situ-
ational training exercise, 
or STX, and patrol lanes 
Saturday.
The STX allowed the 
cadets to work with a 
scenario much like that 
of  a real mission. There 
were four squads for the 
STX made up of  cadets 
from Marshall and West 
Virginia State University. 
Each had its own squad 
leader who was evalu-
ated by a senior cadet 
on dimensions such as 
knowledge, confidence 
and command presence.
Micheal Young, adult 
and technical education 
graduate student, was 
the squad leader for the 
second squad. He said 
the FTX weekend allowed 
the ROTC students to 
work with what they learn 
on campus in a more life-
like environment.
“What we do for labs, 
everything we do, goes 
straight to this,” Young 
said. “They teach us 
actually what we’re do-
ing here, it’s verbatim. 
It helps us build up for 
LDAC.”
Young said the FTX 
weekend gave the Mar-
shall ROTC students the 
chance to work with other 
cadets from another uni-
versity, and the result was 
good.
“Us being mixed, I think 
we worked really well,” 
Young said. “We had a 
really good squad. We 
haven’t had any problems. 
They’ve made everything 
go very smoothly.”
Cadet Sgt. Kodie Hal-
stead, sophomore criminal 
justice major from WVSU, 
shared Young’s opinion.
“You know, we’re all 
brothers out here work-
ing towards the same 
goal,” Halstead said. “We 
all cooperate with one 
another.”
Jefferson said the FTX 
weekend was an overall 
success, and he credits 
his cadre – the military 
instructors – for all their 
help.
“Quality cadre produce 
quality cadets,” Jefferson 
said. “Without the cadre I 
have, this would not have 
been possible.”
Master Sgt. Derek Heav-
ener, senior military 
instructor, spoke well of  
Jefferson’s plan for the 
FTX weekend.
“The bulk of  everything 
we did out here was the 
work of  him,” Heavener 
said. “Everything we’re 
doing out here is essen-
tially his idea. He got a 
lot of  input from peers, 
but holistically the whole 
plan was his, the idea 
was his, the order that 
we came out here and 
executed off  of  was all 
his. So, we did a fantastic 
job…the level of  training 
we’re achieving out here 
is exactly what we hoped 
for.” 
The Marshall ROTC will 
attend another joint FTX 
weekend at Camp Dawson 
in Preston County, W.Va. 
in April.
Rebecca Stephens 
can be contacted at ste-
phens107@marshall.edu.
ROTC spends weekend in Point Pleasant for field training exercise
BY ANDREW FROBEL
THE PARTHENON
In order to partici-
pate in Title IV (federal 
financial aid programs) 
colleges and universities 
are required to disclose in-
formation to students and 
staff. 
One objective is to help 
consumers make well-
informed decisions about 
postsecondary education. 
Federal regulations require 
higher education institu-
tions to disclose certain 
information.
According to Kathy Bi-
alk, director of  financial 
assistance in the Office of  
Financial Aid, “the Uni-
versity sends out this 
disclosure notice each 
semester.”
Bialk said the report 
that is sent out each year 
is a great way for the uni-
versity to stay organized 
and on top of  things. 
“On a larger scale, the 
report is sent out to stu-
dent via MYMU in case any 
of  them have questions or 
problems regarding the in-
formation,” Bialk said. 
Michael McGuffey, as-
sistant to the president, is 
responsible for ensuring 
that the MU discloses this 
information, accordingly; 
however, each responsible 
area is responsible for 
maintaining their areas of  
disclosure.
The retention rate is in-
cluded in the many topics. 
The University annually 
calculates the retention 
rate for new degree-seek-
ing undergraduates.
A major topic that is cov-
ered in the information 
and disclosure letter is 
the financial aid informa-
tion and the placement in 
employment and types of  
graduate and professional 
education in which the 
institution’s graduates 
enroll.
Marshall periodically 
surveys graduates and 
works with partners 
to determine the types 
of  employment of  our 
graduates.
According to McGuffey, 
the privacy of  student re-
cords covers a lot each 
year when the letter is 
produced.  
Some information in-
cluded is the Family 
Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act).
The FERPA allows pres-
ent and future students to 
have access to their indi-
vidual educational records, 
provides basic protections 
of  privacy of  their re-
cords and allows them to 
request that certain “di-
rectory information” to 
be kept confidential.
All in all, this consumer 
disclosure letter can be 
very helpful and infor-
mative to any student 
who needs a question an-
swered regarding a  topic.
Andrew Frobel can be 
contacted at frobel@
marshall.edu.
REBECCA STEPHENS | THE PARTHENON
Two cadets assist Cadet Jamael Hall in an aid and litter after Hall was “hurt” during an ambush.
Letters regarding consumer information 
sent to Marshall students each semester Phase two of ‘Project Playground’ underway
See PLAYGROUND I  Page 5
THE PARTHENON
The Faculty Senate will 
meet at 4 p.m. Thursday in 
BE-5 of  the Memorial Stu-
dent Center.
Thursday’s meeting will 
be lead by Camilla Bram-
mer, Faculty Senate chair.
She will deliver an-
nouncements and ask 
approval of  minutes from 
the Feb. 23 meeting.
Three recommendations 
will be discussed on topics 
concerning collegiate pro-
grams on campus.
A recommendation will 
be made for the approval 
of  the Marshall Univer-
sity Board of  Governors 
Policy No. AA-22, Annual 
Evaluation of  Faculty (SR-
11-12-(02) 40R PTRAHC). 
Two other recommenda-
tions, dealing with course 
changes, will need ap-
proval from the Faculty 
Senate board. 
SR-11-12-(20) 58 CC rec-
ommends approval of  the 
listed course additions in 
the following colleges and/
or school: College of  Busi-
ness, College of  Health 
Professions, the College of  
Liberal Arts and the course 
changes in the College of  
Business.
SR-11-12-(21) 59 CC 
Recommends approval 
of  the listed request for 
undergraduate addition, 
deletion or change of  a ma-
jor or program in the School 
of  Journalism and Mass 
Communications, minor in 
the College of  Health Pro-
fessions, area of  emphasis 
in the College of  Fine Arts 
and a certificate program in 
the College of  Health Pro-
fessions and the College of  
Liberal Arts.
If  the recommendations 
are approved by the senate 
they will move to Stephen 
Kopp, Marshall University 
President, for University 
approval.
Several standing com-
mittees will make reports, 
including academic plan-
ning, athletics, budget and 
academic policy, curricu-
lum, faculty development, 
faculty personnel and grad-
uate council.
Additional reports will be 
presented by Kopp, Provost 
Gayle Ormiston and Marty 
Amerikaner, who is speak-
ing on behalf  of  the Higher 
Education Policy Committee 
(HEPC).
Amerikaner will report on 
the HEPC Higher Education 
Report Card for Marshall 
University.
Requests to speak to the 
Senate and agenda requests 
for future meetings will be 
taken at the conclusion of  
the reports.
Faculty senate to discuss collegiate programs Thursday
the free throw stripe to score 
14 in the opening stanza. 
MTSU’s All-Conference senior 
LaRon Dendy was held to just 
seven points.
Even without much pro-
duction from the high scoring 
Dendy, the Blue Raiders still 
found themselves up by nine 
as the half came to a close.
“They (MTSU) came out 
with a lot of  energy,” said 
Herd junior forward Dennis 
Tinnon. “You could tell that 
they were focused. They were 
looking to get the job done.”
Marshall shot just 42 per-
cent from the field in the first 
compared to the MTSU’s 53 
percent.
The opening minutes of  
the second half spelled more 
of the same for the Herd, as 
the Blue Raiders continued 
to dominate all factors of the 
game, building a lead as large 
as 21. 
“We were playing from be-
hind,” said Marshall senior 
guard Damier Pitts. “We got 
down by too much.”
With just under five minutes 
to play, a switch clicked in the 
Thundering Herd as the team 
began a furious comeback. 
Marshall brought the game to 
as close a five points, but the 
effort was too little, too late. A 
Shaquille Jones three-point at-
tempt that would have brought 
the game within two missed 
wide and led to a JT Sulton dunk 
that sealed the win for the Blue 
Raiders.
“We never give up,” Tinnon 
said. “We’re a tough team. 
We’ve been down like this be-
fore, and we fought our way 
back. That’s what we did. We 
just kept fighting.”
Pitts led the way for the 
Herd, scoring 19 points in his 
final game donning the green 
and white. Tinnon added 
18 points to go with a team 
leading 11 rebounds.
The game marks the last 
contest for seniors Pitts, John-
son and Dago Pena. Johnson 
scored 11 and Pena six in the 
game.
“Obviously, a disappoint-
ing way to end the season,” 
Herrion said, “but we give 
Middle Tennessee a ton of  
credit. They played really 
well. They looked like a team 
that hadn’t played in nine 
or 10 days. We looked like 
a team that had played our 
fifth game in seven days.”
Marshall was out-
rebounded in the contest by 
a margin of  38 to 36. MTSU 
shot 52.5 percent from the 
field, while the Herd could 
only mangage 45.8 percent.
Dendy scored 11 in the 
second half  to finish with a 
team-leading 18 points and a 
game-high 13 boards.
The game marked the 
first NIT game for the Herd 
in 24 years. Marshall has 
still not won an NIT game 
since 1967.
“I’m proud of  my group for 
the totality of  our season,” 
Herrion said. “Obviously, 
this is a hard way for this to 
end, but I think the totality 
of  our season speaks for 
itself.”
Jake Snyder can be con-
tacted at snyder100@
marshall.edu.
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The Marshall University 
baseball team tried to take their 
weekend success into More-
head, Ky., on Tuesday, but 
came up short.
The Thundering Herd ral-
lied back from an eight-run 
deficit, but couldn’t find the 
final power to finish things 
off  against the Morehead 
State Eagles Tuesday. 
The Eagles built an early 
and strong lead against Mar-
shall starter Brett Mays, who 
gave up five runs in the first 
inning before reliever Ryan 
Hopkins was called in from 
the bullpen.
Hopkins didn’t fare any 
better, pitching two and 2/3 
innings and giving up four 
runs.
Morehead put up a total 
of nine runs in the first three 
innings.
The Herd’s rally stared in the 
fourth inning, when freshman 
shortstop Andrew Dundon dou-
bled down the right field line, 
allowing Nathan Gomez, Alfredo 
Brito, and Adrian Farris all to 
score. Catcher Louie Helmburg 
took one for the team, hitting a 
sacrifice bunt to score Dundon.  
With the Herd down 9-5, 
Helmburg would again contrib-
ute to the comeback.  In the sixth 
inning the sophomore grounded 
out to first base, but it allowed 
Dundon to score from third.   A 
couple of errors from the Eagles 
resulted in two more runs that 
inning, cutting their lead to 10-8.
The last three innings the 
Herd failed to continue bat pro-
duction. In the ninth, a spark 
of hope appeared, when Brito 
was walked, Farris was hit by 
a pitch, and Thor Meeks was 
called upon to pinch-hit. 
Dundon finished the game 
1-3, with three RBIs and two 
runs scored. 
Marshall used five different 
pitchers during the game, but 
the loss ultimately went to Mays. 
“Morehead’s three home runs 
really was the difference in the 
game,” head coach Jeff Wag-
goner said. “Hats off to them for 
hitting and pitching well. They 
are a really confident team 
when playing at their ballpark.”
Marshall will travel ap-
proximately two hours for its 
first home game Friday. The 
Thundering Herd will take on 
the St. Bonaventure Univer-
sity Bonnies (5-5) at Linda K. 
Epling Stadium in Beckley.
Marshall baseball ends winning ways
Herd comes up short
BY JAKE SNYDER
SPORTS EDITOR
There was an intense moment with 
just under 12 minutes left in the first 
half  of  the Marshall University bas-
ketball team’s opening round NIT 
game against Middle Tennessee State. 
The Blue Raiders looked as though 
they were the other university in the 
center of  the state. You know -- that 
Vanderbilt team that won the SEC 
tournament and grabbed a five-seed 
in the NCAA tournament. 
That’s what MTSU looked like, open-
ing the game on an 8-0 run. Then the 
Herd began chipping away. Little by 
little Marshall fought back, bringing the 
game within three at 10-7. 
“We came into a bear’s trap,” head 
coach Tom Herrion said. “I knew it. I 
knew they were really good.”
Makes sense. But the Herd wasn’t ready 
for it.
Then came that moment at 12 minutes. 
A missed assignment left MTSU 
sophomore guard Kerry Hammonds 
wide open in the left corner. Hammonds 
hit a three-pointer that sent Marshall 
head coach Tom Herrion into a frenzy.
 “We were porous defensively,” Her-
rion said. “We were poor. We were 
horrible.”
Apparently, Herd senior Dago Pena 
was the culprit. Herrion immediately 
called a timeout and got directly in the 
face of  Pena. Pena returned the favor, 
having to be restrained by assistant 
coaches before being coerced toward the 
bench. That was when you could feel it. 
This one was already over. 
Herrion’s disgust for the rest of  the 
half  was clear. Nearly every mistake 
that was made – and there were plenty 
to go around – by any player resulted 
in a trip to the bench. 
Ten players saw minutes in the first 
half, and it wasn’t because everyone 
was playing so extraordinarily well. 
Blunders, mental errors and just bad 
basketball surrounded the Thunder-
ing Herd’s first half. 
Marshall shot just 43 percent in 
the first half. They committed eight 
turnovers. They were out-hustled and 
out-played. At least it couldn’t get any 
worse.
 Right?
 Oh, if  only it were that easy. The 
Herd came out just as flat in the sec-
ond half. Middle Tennessee made it 
look easy. It looked as though Mar-
shall didn’t make a single adjustment 
in the second half. 
Two days ago, I gave the Herd the ben-
efit of  the doubt. I pleaded that they 
had been snubbed to a point of  atroc-
ity. Tuesday, they proved me all too 
wrong. The team that showed up didn’t 
deserve any bid.
In the final five minutes, the Herd 
decided to make an appearance. Un-
fortunately, 35 minutes of  lackluster 
effort cannot be erased by five of  hustle.
 So what was the problem?
 Is the excuse that you were too upset 
over not getting the NCAA bid?
 I’m just not buying that. 
For a team who cries so hard for re-
spect, it seemed as if  you weren’t ready 
to take it for yourself. Respect is earned. 
Last season, it was an NIT snub. But a 
CIT first round exit followed just as 
quickly. 
This year was no different. 
So we come to the end of  another 
all-too-disappointing end to an all-
too-substandard year. Hey, at least we 
can take solace in the fact that this one 
could only be seen on a computer. 
Jake Snyder can be contacted at sny-
der100@marshall.edu.
NIT
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Senior guard Damier Pitts 
emotionally walks off the floor 
inside the Murphy Center in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. after the 
Herd’s 86-78 loss to Middle 
Tennessee State University in the 
first round of the NIT Tournament.
BY KELSEY THOMAS
THE PARTHENON
You know what’s been 
bothering me lately?  Cell 
phones. Actually, it’s been 
bothering me a lot longer 
than “lately,” but for fear 
of  sounding like a complete 
cynic, I will leave it there.
Where do I even begin? 
I’m not here to rant about 
the dangers of  texting while 
driving, the studies linking 
cell phone activity to brain 
tumors or any of  that po-
litical brouhaha. I’m simply 
disheartened by the effect 
it’s having on society, myself  
included.
I cannot count the times 
I’ve tried to have a conver-
sation with a friend who 
awkwardly responded 30 sec-
onds later with a drawn out 
“…huh?,” simultaneously 
peeling their eyes away from 
their cell phone screen.  Usu-
ally by the time they reply, 
repeating myself  just doesn’t 
seem worthy. I cannot fail to 
mention the amount of  mean 
mugs I have received by 
those I just barely whisk by 
on my bike because they are 
too in touch with the cyber 
world in their hand to even 
look up. If  you’re zigzagging 
in a .05 mile-per-hour shuffle 
over the entire sidewalk, that 
leaves nowhere for me to go 
but straight into you. And 
oh, how unfortunate it would 
be if  I accidentally knocked 
your phone out of  your hand.
These four inch by two 
inch boxes are absolutely 
destroying our social skills. 
Some may argue they are 
heightening our social skills 
through increased commu-
nication.  Yeah, you might be 
texting seven days out of  the 
week, but how many of  those 
people have you actually 
seen in person?  Compare 
that with the number of  peo-
ple physically around you on 
a daily basis that you have 
failed to communicate with. 
I was silently relieved when 
cell phones were banned 
from my summer job.  Ev-
eryone else seemed to be 
bummed, but I was happy 
that they were forced to ac-
tually look up from their 
phones and see real people, 
real life. Rather than texting 
third parties throughout our 
shift, we spent time actually 
getting to know one another. 
The conversations and times 
we had sans cell phones were 
unforgettable.
Not only has it become a 
substitute for face-to-face (or 
at least voice-to-voice) con-
versation, it’s also become 
a cop-out for other social 
situations.  ‘Hey, let’s all go 
to a party and then sit on the 
couch and text someone else 
who isn’t at the party! Also, 
let’s tweet about how much 
fun we are having, and throw 
in a picture too!’ Don’t get 
me wrong, I love Twitter, too. 
But is it necessary to upload 
a picture in your party dress 
and heels, armed with a Solo 
cup, within the first five min-
utes of  arriving somewhere? 
I know you college-aged folks 
know what I’m talking about.
Constant cell phone use 
not only makes me mad at 
you, but it makes me mad 
at me, too.  I’m shy. I’ve 
found myself  falling back on 
impersonal forms of  com-
munication as a safety net to 
escape potentially awkward 
situations.  Sometimes, em-
barrassingly enough, I just 
can’t help but pull out my 
phone and pretend to text 
someone while standing in 
an elevator.  Thankfully, my 
phone doesn’t have Internet. 
I can’t imagine how much 
awkward situations I could 
escape with those capabili-
ties – instead of  pretending 
to be doing something, I actu-
ally could be. Sheesh. That is 
a dangerous thought. 
I am not proposing all 
phones should be without 
Internet clunky Nokias from 
the year 2000 or that texting 
should have never been in-
vented.  Texting is a brilliant 
invention. How mindblowing 
is it that we can say anything 
we want to anyone we want 
at any time we want?  I just 
think it’s important to be 
aware that it is not our only 
form of  communication –-- 
and that there is an entire 
world waiting for us outside 
of  our contact lists. 
Kelsey Thomas can be 
contacted at thomas336@
marshall.edu.
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Income inequality needs 
to be combated in the US
You’ve heard the term income inequality. Mitt Romney, 
Rick Santorum and Newt Gingrich have been talking 
about it for the past year in their campaigns. President 
Barack Obama has also weighed in on the issue. Alas, 
talk has come to no avail. Do many fully understand how 
unequal the wealth distribution in the United States cur-
rently is? We hear about the free market and how the free 
market and the “market place of  ideas” places everyone 
at the same level. We are told we are the controllers of  
our own economic fate. This gives the idea that everyone 
starts at the same position and if  they do not rise, then 
that is solely their fault. This rhetoric has been used for 
hundreds of  years — since the inception of  capitalism, 
more than likely –– and it bears little truth.  
According to an MSNBC report, 400 families in the 
U.S. own half  of  the country’s wealth. At the top of  
the economic hierarchy in the U.S., the top one percent 
makes an average of  $31 million annually, while the bot-
tom 90 percent makes around $50,000 as their average 
annual income. As one demographic of  the country sees 
exponential increases in profit, the other sinks further into 
the recession having their homes foreclosed and their jobs 
cut. Is this the example of  a fair and balanced market-
place? It seems that privilege ,whether it is in the form of  
inheritance, an Ivy League education or tax rates, prevent 
everyone from starting from the same position. Thus, keep-
ing people in the same economic class as they were born 
into.
How is it that Mitt Romney can be in the same tax 
bracket as his secretary? How is it, thanks to a Citizens 
United decision by the Supreme Court, that corporations 
are now people? This country is set up to favor those with 
wealth and to ensure that those who have wealth are able 
to keep increasing it. There is nothing remotely American 
about allowing one small percentage of  the people in the 
country to control the majority of  its wealth. There are 
people who do not even have health care because they 
cannot afford it, and yet we talk very little about how to se-
riously combat income inequality. This is an insult to those 
who continue to be paid the same stagnant wages and who 
have to worry about not having their homes foreclosed. 
The whole time, CEOs are recording record bonuses. 
Cell phones diminish human interaction
$33M
is the average household income for 
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guys that I’m a fan of. As a kid 
I used to watch George Carlin 
specials at night.
He definitely influenced me 
… Rodney Dangerfield had 
a bunch of  young comedian 
specials he did every year and 
I used to watch those.
DI: When you come to these 
college campuses, is there any-
thing you like to do specifically 
and do they bring back some 
memories?
BB: It definitely brings back 
memories. There is a specific 
feel to a college campus that 
you don’t get anywhere else … 
It definitely brings back mem-
ories of  being broke and 
not always having enough 
money to get drunk.
arbor, and several shrubs. 
We used the shrubs to divide 
the playground into areas 
just like the indoor class-
rooms — instead of  fences. 
We did it all naturally 
— with grass, shrubs, stone 
and wood.” 
Now the academy is ready 
for the last and final phase 
of  the playground project.
“The last phase is tak-
ing down the big climbing 
structure — it’s a big plas-
tic and metal climbing 
structure and replacing it 
with natural wood,” said 
Midge Gibson, Office 
Manager of  the Child Devel-
opment Academy.
“It needs to be the very 
best it can be here,” Miller 
said. “I think this is really 
what we do with everything 
at the academy — nothing 
at the academy ,whether 
it’s a plan for a child, to ma-
terials, to the playground 
we research and use best 
practice.” 
Hilary Freeman can be 
contacted at roush89@
marshall.edu.
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The Marshall University 
College of  Education and 
June Harless Center will be 
hosting training for pre-ser-
vice teachers on the GigaPan 
robot this Thursday.
GigaPan is robot devel-
oped by the Carnegie Mellon 
CREATE Lab, or the Com-
munity Robotics, Education 
and Technology Empow-
erment Lab, that has been 
introduced to several West 
Virginia counties including 
Cabell and Wayne.
“The GigaPan is a robot 
set up to take as many pic-
tures as you want — as 
few as one, if  that’s what 
you want but usually quite 
a few — and you set the 
camera up to take pictures 
in columns and post them 
to a free website,”Debbie 
Workman, member of  the 
Harless faculty, said. “It 
then puts them together to 
make one huge picture.”
It is important for teach-
ers to know how to use this 
robot to enhance education 
because it increases global 
awareness, Workman said.
“The creators wanted 
children to understand and 
see other children — where 
they live, their environment, 
how they learn,” Workman 
said. 
It can also be used in 
several different areas of  
study—another reason why 
pre-service teachers should 
be interested. 
“The GigaPan is cross-
curricular. We have one 
teacher who uses it to intro-
duce stories in her reading 
series, we have teachers us-
ing it in science — it’s huge in 
science. It can be used in so-
cial studies. It was recently 
used in the Coal Project,” 
Workman said. “We think 
technology needs to be in-
tegrated as a tool, you don’t 
just use technology to say 
you use technology.”
The training will take 
place Thursday from 3:30 
p.m. through 6 p.m. and will 
be open to all pre-service 
teachers. 
Registration is required 
by noon on Thursday, 
and only limited space is 
available. 
To register for this event 
contact quickblanco@mar-
shall.edu.
June Harless Center to play host to robot training
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TOP LEFT: Senior guard Damier Pitts attempts a field goal. BOTTOM LEFT:  Redshirt sophomore Yous Mbao 
fights for a rebound. TOP RIGHT: Senior guard Damier Pitts dribbles down the court. BOTTOM RIGHT: Senior 
guard Shaquille Johnson goes up for a shot attempt.
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BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON 
Spring break trips are not only dangerous to students traveling to different locations throughout the week 
but also to those who leave their valuables behind at home.  
Students who are at an increased risk for break-ins during this time are those who live off  campus in 
apartments around the city. 
“If  you live in an apartment, make sure you have someone to check on your apartment while you’re gone,” 
said James Terry, chief  of  Marshall University police department.
One thing many students can do if  they live off  campus is to shut off  their mail, leave a light on and even 
shut off  their newspaper delivery — this sends out a visible sign to people and lets them think students are 
there during the break.  
Terry said one reason to do this is because The Herald-Dispatch will announce the university is on 
spring break, making it known that many students are leaving their apartments for a week.  
With many students living on campus, one main thing they should do before leaving is make sure their 
dorm room is locked.  
Students who live in residential housing are less likely to get anything stolen from their rooms.   With 
different custodians and housekeeping going through the buildings daily, there is always someone inside, 
hindering the ability for anyone to break in the dorms. 
“We don’t see many thefts taking place during the week of  spring break,” Terry said.  “The RAs do a 
good job at doing room checks before the student leaves.”
Another major issue students should be warned about before they leave is how to maintain their personal 
safety during their trip.
The big thing for students to do is to tell someone when they are leaving, and also when they are expected to 
arrive back.  Another thing that could be helpful is give them someone your itinerary. This way, they will know 
if  something has happened and can call the police.  
Students should constantly protect their credit cards at all times. Don’t carry a lot of  cash around at once or 
flash the money around.  If  students are in a tourist destination area, try to stay near that area only and don’t wan-
der around. Don’t pack your car the night before the trip and leave the car in a visible area where people can see it. 
“Alcohol plays a large factor in all of  the crimes that happens during spring break.” Terry said.  “Don’t drink to the 
point where you don’t know what you’re doing, and guard your beverages at all times because you’re in a new environ-
ment and not used to it.” 
Spring break is a time of  relaxation, tanning and having fun, but in order to do this, students must know how to keep 
themselves safe.
“They just need to have fun — it’s like their vacation from work,” Terry said.  
Allyson Warner can be contacted at warner65@marshall.edu. 
Spring Break 
OUT-OF-TOWN SPRING BREAKERS
AT INCREASED RISK FOR DANGER2012
BY BLAKE PON
DAILY ILLINI, U. ILLINOIS VIA 
UWIRE
Emmy award-winning 
gameshow host and come-
dian Ben Bailey, known best 
as host of  “Cash Cab,” sat 
down with The Daily Illini 
for an interview.
THE DAILY ILLINI: You had 
something along the lines 
of  68 odd jobs before you 
became a comedian and 
game show host. What was 
the oddest job out of  all of  
them?
BEN BAILEY: I don’t know 
exactly which one was the 
oddest, but there was a ter-
rible one at a warehouse for 
this pharmaceutical com-
pany where I had to take 
these big boxes down off  of  
shelves with a forklift, open 
them up, take out these sy-
ringes full of  petroleum 
jelly, line them up 50 on a 
tray, put 100 trays on a rack, 
put eight of  those racks in 
a big oven, sterilize them, 
take them out, put them all 
back in the same boxes, seal 
up the boxes and put them 
back up on the shelves. This 
all took place in a room with 
no windows for eight hours 
at a time. … That was one I 
walked out of  in the middle 
of  a shift, about four hours 
in on the tenth day.
DI: Do you find it easier 
performing in front of  a 
smaller crowd, such as at 
a comedy club, or a large 
crowd, such as when you did 
Comedy Central Presents?
BB: It depends really … 
A crowd of  five people is 
a lot harder than a crowd 
of  a hundred people. But a 
crowd of  a hundred people 
is easier than a crowd of  
5,000 people, so, you know, it 
kind of  varies. You can have 
a five-person crowd that’s 
awesome and you can do a 
show for a hundred and they 
just suck. There’s not really 
any rhyme or reason to it.
DI: Is there anything off  
limits when it comes doing a 
show for you?
BB: If  I’m taping some-
thing for TV, like I just did 
my special on DVD, I want to 
keep it clean because I know 
there are kids who are “Cash 
Cab” fans and I want to make 
something they could watch 
also, but generally speaking, 
not really. The whole idea of  
stand-up is that you can say 
whatever you want. Some 
guys focus on that and make 
it their whole thing. I don’t 
really go for that. It’s kind 
of  about writing for me. I 
like to do stuff  that requires 
thought and writing the ap-
preciation of  it. You got to 
have a few fart jokes in your 
bag of  tricks at some point, 
though.
DI: Do you have any fa-
vorite comedians that you 
idolize or model yourself  
after?
BB: I don’t have anyone 
I model myself  after be-
cause after a certain point I 
stopped watching comedy 
because I wanted to be to-
tally unique. I definitely have 
‘Cash Cab’ host talks college, 
odd jobs and comedy
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